
East-West School of International Studies 
I n f o r m a t i o n  f o r   

P r o s p e c t i v e  M i d d l e  S c h o o l  
A p p l i c a n t s  

♦ Innovative academic program focused on 
Asian culture & languages 

♦ Average class size 28 Students 
♦ Students  accepted  from all academic lev-

els and backgrounds; no entry test re-
quired 

♦ Extra-curricular clubs & activities include: 
Model UN, Art, Anime, Calligraphy,      
After-School Enrichment, Tai Chi, Choir,  
Film-making & more 

♦ Active Student Government 
♦ Community Service Opportunities: O.A.T.S. 

& St. Jude Math-a-thon 
♦ Sports activities: Volley ball Table Tennis, 

Judo, Dance  
We believe that the Asian arts, history, sports  

business opportunities, and technology hold 

significant interest for New York City students. 

Our program, focusing on Asian culture, provides 

a unifying theme for our students’ school careers 

to motivate them to deeper studies and help them 

to complete middle school and eventually high 

school with global knowledge and perspective. 

    We aim to prepare our students for a global economy and a world of cultural exchange 
- Ben Sherman, Principal 

Honor   Excellence   Curiosity            Celebration 

DIRECTIONS TO EWSIS  25Q281 
LOCATED ON 4TH FLOOR OF IS 237 

 

Public Transportation Directions:   
Train: - #7 to Main Street Flushing & walk 15 minutes  
Bus Options from #7 Train 
Q20A, Q20B, Q44 or X51 to Elder Street stop by 
Queens Botanic Garden & walk across park to school  

OR 
Q17, Q25, Q27, Q34 or X32 Kissena Blvd Bus to Holly 
Street stop. Make right onto Juniper Street and walk to  
Colden Street.  Main entrance on Colden 
 

car directions: www.ewsis.org/find_us  

Contact: Carlos Diaz, Guidance Counselor 
   East-West School of International Studies 
   46-21 Colden Street 
   Flushing, NY 11355 
   Phone: 718-353-0009 ext. 5405 
   E-mail: cdiaz@ewsis.org 
   Website:  www.ewsis.org 

New York City Department of Education 

www.newvisions.org 
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NOT ‘MIDDLE’ OF PACK 
Guide touts New York City's Best Public Middle Schools 
10 schools parents should look at for 6th-graders 
 

School hasn't even started this year, but parents of many incoming fifth-graders al-
ready have their sights set on next year - middle school.  Finding the right middle 
school can be a long process filled with anxiety and confusion - but there are great 
options, said Clara Hemphill, whose third edition of "New York City's Best Public 
Middle Schools: A Parents' Guide" comes out this week.  "What you want is some 
place that provides both the specialization of a good high school and nurturing of 
good elementary," she said.  Hemphill and researchers at Insideschools.org visited 
nearly all of the city's 533 middle school programs. The best were written up in the 
book, and descriptions of the rest can be found on the Web site. 

Click here for the full list of the city's best middle schools 
Following are summaries of their findings about 10 schools new to their book. 
Columbia Secondary School for Math, Science and Engineering, Harlem 
This school, which opened in 2007, was dubbed by Hemphill as "one of the most promising new schools to open in recent years." Students benefit from 
a close relationship with Columbia University, which is helps staff develop courses. Field trips range from nature walks in Central Park to a marine 
biology expedition to Puerto Rico. Electives include multimedia design, mural painting and Spanish cuisine and culture. 
Urban Assembly School for Applied Math and Science, Bathgate, Bronx 
Set inside a bright yellow and green building on the Bathgate Education Campus, the school has distinguished itself by its small class sizes and high 
attendance rates. Trips to the New York Hall of Science create a thirst for math and science knowledge among students, and new teachers are brought 
on board in the spring to shadow veterans before starting in the fall. 
Urban Assembly Academy of Arts and Letters, Fort Greene, Brooklyn 
Students enter the two-year-old school through the purple side door and are greeted by the principal. The school is building a strong arts program that 
offers kids fashion, dance and puppetry. Students also have an advisory period twice weekly and are exposed early to great works of literature, like the 
Greek myth of Persephone and Frederick Douglass' slave narrative. 
KIPP AMP Charter School, Crown Heights, Brooklyn 
Students need to get ready for extra-long school days and Saturday classes at this charter school. Classes start at 7:25 a.m. and end at 5 p.m. four days a 
week, and there are four hours of class every other Saturday. Teachers are available by cell phone, and there's zero tolerance for minor infractions. The 
school was early to the idea of offering kids incentives to learn by handing out "KIPP dollars" used toward field trips. 
MS 88, Park Slope, Brooklyn 
Placed on the state's list of worst schools a few years ago, MS 88 has experienced an impressive turnaround - and even earned an A on last year's pro-
gress reports. Kids are placed in three academies, and high achievers can take gifted courses, including ninth-grade algebra and biology. Students from 
highly regarded elementary schools are starting to apply to MS 88, whose teachers revel in creating imaginative lesson plans. 
Medgar Evers Preparatory School, Crown Heights, Brooklyn 
These middle schoolers can get an early taste of high school life. As soon as seventh grade, students can take high school Regents exams (and if they 
stay on for high school, there are 13 Advanced Placement courses to choose from). The school is particularly strict about banning hats and cell phones 
and boasts Chinese, French and Spanish instruction. 
Scholars' Academy, Rockaway Park, Queens 
Kids in District 27 need not flee to Mark Twain any longer. Scholars Academy, which will eventually grow to grades 6-12, is racially diverse and filled 
with enthusiastic staff, Hemphill wrote. Teachers often align their lesson plans around a unified theme, such as ancient Egypt. And students can work on 
documentaries in the school's revitalized television studio. 
World Journalism Preparatory: A College Board School, Flushing, Queens 
Journalism permeates many classes at this two-year-old school. Using a wide array of technical equipment, kids create newspapers, develop Web sites 
and edit mock news programs in a film studio. But media also infiltrates history classes, as students "interview" historical figures. Kids have daily advi-
sory sessions, and parents can check online progress reports. 
East-West School of International Studies, Flushing, Queens 
Students will not only get the chance to become proficient in an Asian language - they'll study Asian history, culture and technology. Kids can learn 
Japanese, Korean or Mandarin Chinese and study calligraphy, Japanese animation and martial arts. Hemphill says both attendance and test scores are 
good at the two-year-old school, designed to help kids compete in the global economy. 
JHS 194, Whitestone, Queens 
This large middle school creates a more intimate feel by designating each floor its own "minischool." Students can take jazz and orchestral band, and 
they have access to dance and art studios, a renovated gymnasium and a large nearby yard for handball and basketball. The school has a high suspension 
rate due to its strict rules, but this has led to "good behavior and order," according to the book. 
cmelago@nydailynews.com 
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