East-West School of International Studies

Parent Coordinator News

Honor. Excellence. Curiosity. Celebration

March 2, 2017

“March roars in like a lion , so fierce, The wind so cold,

it seems to pierce. The month rolls on and Spring draws R
near, and March goes out like a lamb so dear.”- Lorie
Hill Dear Parent Coordinator,
I would like for my child to
Be In The Know learn Spanish. Do you offer
Spanish as a language at East
e Join us tomorrow for First Friday. Marking Period 1 ends on — West?
March 7th. Come see what your child is working on in class. .
Sincerely,
We will also give you the opportunity to have “ Tea and Talk”
Bilingual Mom

with our Principal Mr. Sherman.

Dear Bilingual Mom
e Come one, Come alll Our wonderful PTA has collaborated
Unfortunately, we do not

. . L. . offer Spanish here at East—
tating a NYS approved DMV defensive driving class. This class West. As you may already

will be held this Saturday, March 4th at 11:15 a.m. immedi- know we train our students
ately following the PTA meeting. By taking this class, you're to become experts in an
guaranteed a 10% discount for three years on your auto in- Asian culture and language
while preparing them for a
career in an international
world. We offer Chinese,
Japanese, and Korean.
board1516@ewsis.org for more information. Take Care,

PC

with Driver Safety Agency to help you out. They will be facili-

surance, possible savings of thousands of dollars. In addition,
4 points will be deducted from your driving record. PTA par-
ents will only have to pay $25.00. Please email pta-

o

A o) “n a

e Check out Mr. Pham and his Judo students in action. They did a Judo presentation at
muster. We have a Judo club that meets every Wednesday with Mr. Pham in the small gym
from 2:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m.

e All children in the United States have a right to a free public education regardless of
their race, ethnic background, religion, or sex, or whether they can speak English or are
rich or poor, citizen or non— citizen. All children, including undocumented immigrants
have the right to go to school. Know your rights! Here is a fact sheet to keep you
informed- https://www.aclu.org/fact-sheet/fact-sheet-families-and-school-staff-
limitations-dhs-immigration-enforcement-actions

e  SAT Prep at East-West!! The SAT is a very important college entrance exam. Most colleges
require a student to take the SAT in order to apply to college. The higher a student scores on
the SAT, the more likely they are to get accepted to the college. This year, the SAT will take
place April 5™ at East-West. The test is for 11" graders. Our 10th graders will be taking the
PSAT that day as well. The PSAT is a practice test to help prepare our 10th graders. Beginning
Monday March 6™, a FREE SAT prep course will be available for all juniors who attend East-
West. The program will be held Monday through Thursday from 2:20 to 3:20 in room 404A.
Additionally, the program is online, so the students will be able to study on their own. The
tutoring will be run by Nathan Lockett, our Director of College Counseling. To participate in
the tutoring, students must sign up for Khan Academy SAT prep, a free online learning
platform. Mr. Lockett has emailed all 11" graders the instructions for how to sign up. If you
or your student have any questions or concerns regarding the SAT or SAT prep course, please
contact him at NLockett@ewsis.org.

e  Our Talent Show is on March 9th. The show is from 5:00 p.m.— 7:00 p.m. Tickets are one for
$3.00 or two for $5.00. Don’t miss out on an evening filled with entertainment and talent.
Get your tickets now!

Marking Period 1 ends on March 7th. Please make sure you’re checking pupilpath regularly.

Parent— Teacher Conferences will be held on March 23rd from 4: 30 p.m.— 7:30 p.m. and
March 24th from 12:15 p.m.— 2:15 p.m. On Friday March 24th there will be a half day for all
students. Students will be dismissed at 11:11 a.m.

SCHOOL LEADERSHIP TEAM: The next meeting will be on Tuesday, March 21 at 7:00 AM.

Middle School ELA exam will be March 28th, 29th, and 30th.

Spring ahead, Fall back.... March 12th is Daylight Savings time. Daylight Savings is the
practice of setting the clocks forward 1 hour from standard time during the summer months,
and back again in the fall, in order to make better use of natural daylight.

March is Red Cross Month. The American Red Cross was founded in 1881 by Clara Barton
and is the United States premier emergency response organization. The American Red Cross
is part of a worldwide organization which offers neutral humanitarian care to the victims of
war. In the United States around 4 million people give blood to the Red Cross, making this
organization the largest supplier of blood and products in the country.

We have been granted FREE tickets to see the Paul Taylor American Modern Dance
Company!

= Details:

= Date & Time: Tuesday, March 14 at 6:15pm

= Location: David H. Koch Theatre at Lincoln Center — meet near theater entrance Columbus
Ave. at 64th Street, Manhattan

= Directions: 1 train to 66th Street Lincoln Center About 1 hour 20 minutes subway travel time
from East-West- About 1 hour 30 minutes drive during rush hour

= For students who wish to attend please return a permission slip to Ms. Brainsky. Tickets will
be given on a first -come— first serve basis. All students must attend the show with an adult
family member. Students and families are responsible for their own transportation to and
from the theater . If you aren’t familiar with the Paul Taylor American Modern Dance
Company please click on this link to see some of their work- https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=G8g0zTyyDc8&list=PLv7e2DI9Hg1nY7f6xeMrhig0DMGZ4kgZt&index=1

e Singing with the movie and music stars? Celebrating women’s achievements? East-West
makes it possible! In the third year of our collaboration with the oldest continuously running
theater in the USA, The National Yiddish Theatre Folksbiene. We are proud to receive an
invitation to perform in the Gala Concert Our Leading Ladies at Skirball Center for
Performing Arts, on Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 14, 2017. Join us! You don’t need to be an
excellent singer —just be curious, punctual, and love music and diversity!

Why?

= Learn about a culture that contributed to the American culture, music, language, cuisine,
civil rights

= Rehearse and perform with internationally acclaimed musicians, producers, folklorists, and
authors

= Help bridge New York City diverse communities and make new friends from this and other
schools

= Make your college application stand out with this unique extraordinary activity

When and Where?
= Once a week rehearsals at East-West between March 1 and May 12

= Two rehearsals in Manhattan (one Thursday evening- 4/27/17 and one Sunday morning —
5/7/17)

One sound check right before the concert on Sunday, May 14

Uy

Concert on May 14 — your best Mother’s Day gift to your proud family

How?

= Let Ms. Pechersky know you are interested at LPechersky@ewsis.org

A day in the life of an East-West staff member...

What is your name? LaToya Patterson-Balzora — Special Education/ p

English Teacher

What does a typical school day look like for you? Typically | arrive around 7:30am and prep for
my first period class, however | am an adviser for 10th grade and the Jr. NAACP Club so typically |
am supporting students with various muster presentations. The rest of the day is filled with
teaching my amazing 9th and 10th graders, having various meetings with teachers, planning
lessons, checking in with students during passing and working with my TA's.

What do you like about East-West? My favorite part about teaching at East-West is the
relationships that | have built with students and parents throughout the years. There are several
students that | have taught more than once and watching them grow has been insightful and
fulfilling. I love saving student work and pictures to show students how much they have grown.
This part makes teaching very rewarding. I've learned so much about my students and myself, as
a teacher, because of these relationships.

If you had to pick a pillar that best represents you, which one would it be? The pillar that best
represents me is Celebration. | think that it is important to set goals, monitor your progress and
celebrate your success, wherever you are. This keeps you motivated and healthy - two things you
need in order to reach any goal. For me life is not really about being perfect or constantly striving
for perfection; it's about challenging yourself, learning from your experiences and being proud of
who you are.

What do you do when you’re not working? When | am not working, | am with my family and
friends. Family is incredibly important to me because they inspire me to be my best self while, at
the same time, keeping me grounded enough to not stress out when things are not are not going
according to plan. When | am not with my family, | am at Hunter College taking courses. | love to
learn new things and | recently got accepted into a leadership program there.

How can parents help their children to do better at East— West? As a parent, | think the best
way to help our children in school is to forge really strong relationships with teachers. | know that
it can feel stressful to email or call teachers often, but we appreciate it. We don't always have all
the answers and it is helpful when we are working with parents to brainstorm ways to support
students. Like the proverb says "It takes a village to raise a child."

Have a Wonderful Weekend!!!
Ms. Schnall

Parent Coordinator
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